
 
 

PRAYER OF SAINT AUGUSTINE 
 

A: Everlasting God:  
C: You awaken us to delight in Your praise; for You have 

made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until 
they rest in You.           (Confessions 1.1.1) 

 
BLESSING 

 
A: Go and live your inheritance – your hope of glory! 
C: Christ is within us!  Eternal life is HERE and NOW!   

                     (Colossians 1:27, 1 John 1:2)  
A: Your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God!    (1 Corinthians 6:19) 
C: Let us live to glorify God!          (1 Corinthians 6:20) 

 
POSTLUDE: “All Are One” 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
A: Go in peace; share the Light of Christ! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 “You know the Way to the  
place where I am going.” 

(John 14:4) 
 

Ascension 
The Way 

 

of 



The Way of Ascension 
composed and arranged by 

 
James Russell Noyes  

©2013 
 

 (Cover: freehand drawing by Gabe Schuldt) 
 

WELCOME! 
 

PRELUDE: “Graciously” 
 

WHAT’S HIS IS YOURS 
 

P: When He first appeared to Mary Magdelene after the 
resurrection, Jesus gave instructions, saying, “Do not cling to 
Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go and tell 
My brothers and sisters, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your 
Father, to My God and your God.’”             (John 20:17) 

 

P: He then appeared to the disciples and said, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent Me, so also I am sending you.” 
Breathing on them he said, “Receive the Holy Spirit – if you 
forgive anyone his or her sins, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”            (John 20:21-23) 

 

ALL IS POSSIBLE* 
 

P: In silence, think of someone who has hurt you.  Feel the pain, 
grief, and anger – right now in this moment.  Identify with life’s 
suffering:  feel how much it hurts to hurt or to abandon 
someone.  Hold this feeling in your heart and know it is 
possible to not want this painful experience for anybody else.  
With love, receive the Holy Spirit into your heart and pray, 

 

C: In UNITY with God, all things are possible.       (Luke 18:27) 
  In HARMONY with all, God’s work is possible. (Romans 12:16) 

 

P: Great compassion will arise in welcoming the pain (don’t fight 
it, don’t blame) and in letting go your resistance to life’s 
suffering.  You will then discover it is possible to be set free 
from pain and suffering, set free from the ways of this world! 

 

        *adapted from Richard Rohr’s“Welcoming Prayer”   
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 TRUE LIGHT 
 

P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of humankind.    (John 1:1-4) 
 

P: The True Light that enlightens every person came 
into the world, and although the world was made 
through Him,  

C: the world did not recognize Him.  (John 1:9-10) 
P: And, although the True Light was given to all,  
C: the world did not receive Him.       (John 1:11) 

 

P: But for those who receive the True Light of Christ, 
and who believe in His name, they will receive 
their inheritance - the right to become Children of 
God;               (John 1:12) 

C: Children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but 
Children born of God.        (John 1:13) 
 

PRAYER OF OUR CALLING 
 

A: With restless hearts, we pray: 
C:  With the eternal promise of entering into 

God’s rest^, it is our calling that none of us be 
found falling short of it.  For anyone who 
enters God’s rest, will rest from one’s own 
work, just as God rested from his.  Therefore, 
let us make every effort to enter that rest, so 
that no one will fall.  Let us leave the 
elementary teachings about Christ, and go on 
to maturity in Christ.  With God permitting, 
we will do so.         (Hebrews 4:1, 4:10-11, 6:1-3) 

^into divine Union with God 
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PRAYER OF COME–UNITY 
 

A: Thank you, God, for calling us into your 
Kingdom and glory.      (1 Thessalonians 2:12) 

 
C: Filled with your Holy Spirit, may the divine 

in each of us now recognize and receive the 
divine in each of our brothers and sisters. 
For the True Light, that enlightens every 
person, came into the world and is within 
each of us. (John 1:9,12-13; Colossians 1:27) 

 

A: Walk as Children of Light!       (Ephesians 5:8) 
 
 

 (remain at the altar, in the Circle of Unity, and sing!) 
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(During communion, continue singing…) 
 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE SPIRIT 
 

P: The time is now – when the true worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth!                 (John 4:23)
  

P: The time is now – to bring together all things in heaven 
and all things on earth into Christ!  

     (Mark 1:15; Ephesians 1:10) 
  

(Continue singing…  WAIT for the cue…) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
(Continue to next page…)  
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GREETING 
 
P: In the name of Christ Jesus, welcome!  You, your families 

and children are all blessed by God to inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.            (Matthew 25:34) 

P: Jesus said, “With God, all things are possible.” And, the 
Apostle Paul said, “God works all things together for the 
good of those who love Him, who are called according to 
His purpose.”        (Matthew 19:26, Romans 8:28) 

 
C: The creation waits in eager expectation for the Sons 

and Daughters of God to be revealed!      (Romans 8:19) 
 
 

 
 

(remain standing)  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 [Remember: give of yourself,  
as Christ gave himself for us.] 

 

 [Remember: pour out your heart in forgiveness, 
as Christ poured out forgiveness for us.] 

 

(Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34)  

 

A PRAYER OF CHRIST 
 

P: (The following version of “The Lord’s Prayer”            
is a direct translation from the original Greek.)  
 

P: As Jesus taught us, we now pray:  
C:  Our Father, who is in the heavens,  

hallowed be your name.  
Let your kingdom come, let your will be done, 

as in heaven, so also upon earth.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts;  

as we also forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.     (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

P: Jesus explains, “For if you forgive others for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, then 
your Father will not forgive your transgression.” 

        (Matthew 6:14-15) 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what he or she has 
done has been done through God.           (John 3:21) 

C: Live by the truth! Come into the light!  
 

(Be seated and when directed, come forward, into the Light.) 
 

Bring this booklet with you for the remainder of the service. 
 

All are welcome: Come, Union and sing with One Voice 

 THE MIND OF CHRIST 
 

A: The Apostle Paul said, “If you have any encouragement in 
Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with 
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, then make my 
joy complete by being of one mind, having the same love, 
being united in spirit and purpose.”     (Philippians 2:1-2) 

 

A: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in 
humility consider others more important than yourselves. 
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.”      (Philippians 2:3-4) 

 

A: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”
             (Philippians 2:5) 

 

C: “Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider 
equality with God something to cling to, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross.”            (Philippians 2:6-8) 

 

ASCENSION 
 

A: “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave 
Him the name that is above every name.”  (Philippians 2:9) 

 

C: “Speaking the Truth in Love, we will in all things grow 
up into Christ Himself!”            (Ephesians 4:15) 

 

 (please be seated, for scripture readings – see insert) 
 

FIRST READING & PSALM 
from the Tanakh (Hebrew Scriptures) 

 

 SECOND READING  
from the Epistles (Christian Scriptures)  

 

 (please stand) 
 

GOSPEL READING 
 

 (please be seated) 
 

SERMON and/or MEDITATION 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(please stand) 

 
A: We are called to serve one another humbly in 

love.                         (Galatians 5:13) 
C: We strive for full restoration, to be of one 

mind, and live in peace.  (2 Corinthians 13:11) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P: Blessed are they who sow the seeds of peace!  
          (Matthew 5:9) 
C: A grateful harvest is what they reap!  
            (James 3:18) 
P: Blessed are they who by the Spirit are led!  

      (Romans 8:14) 
C: Sharing the fruits so that all may be fed! 

     (1 Timothy 3:18) 
P: Indeed, upon Christ’s request, the Father gave 

us another Counselor to be with us forever - - 
the Spirit of Truth.  This Holy Spirit is here to 
teach us all things and reminds us of all the 
teachings of Christ.  The Spirit of Truth guides 
us into all truth.   (John 14:16-17, 14:26, 16:13) 
 

P: Jesus said, “I tell you the truth: anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been doing. He 
or she will do even greater things than these.” 
                       (John 14:12) 
 

P: Paul said, “As Children of God, we are heirs – 
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we share in his sufferings in order that we may 
also share in his glory.”         (Romans 8:16-17) 
 

C: May the Light of the Holy Spirit remind us 
of our sacred inheritance!  
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 PEACE 
 

P: Peace be with you.      (John 20:21) 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us make every effort to do what leads to 

peace and the building up of one another!    
           (Romans 14:19) 
 

 (greet one another in peace and be seated) 
 

OFFERING 
 

A: Jesus reminds us: “Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar.”      (Matthew 5:23-24) 

 
A: “First go and be reconciled to your sister or 

brother; then come and offer your gift.”   
            (Matthew 5:24) 

  
OFFERING MUSIC: “Christ is Arrived!” 

(remain seated) 
 

    Don’t worry ‘bout today     It brings down only pain 
    Don’t worry ‘bout tomorrow    It brings down only sorrow 
    Don’t worry on moments long past  Time to lift up a gift that will last! 

 
     The Truth is where to find   Thy Kingdom come!  
     Children of God's kind    Thy Will be done! 
     Thy Will change our minds....   Christ is arrived and we are Alive! 

 
    Regret from what is done     Seek first His righteousness 
    Regret from what is undone    Seek first Her counsel 
    Regret from how the “die was cast…” Look out! For the Kingdom comes fast!  

 
    Searching up and down     Pray for how to Love 
    Searching all around     Especially your enemies 
    Searching for a safe place to stay   As we all learn to live in the Way… 
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LOVE COMES FROM GOD 
 

 (please stand) 
 

A: Let us be comforted by the words of John 
the Apostle. 

 
C: Dear friends, let us love one another, 

for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and 
knows God.              (1 John 4:7) 

 
This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins.                (1 John 4:9-10) 

 
This is how we know that we live in 
him and he in us: He has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world.         
            (1 John 4:13-14) 

 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives 
in God, and God in them. This is how 
love is made complete among us so that 
we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus.        (1 John 4:16-17) 

 

 

PRAYERS OF RECONCILIATION 
 

 (please be seated) 
 

A: Jesus said: “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell 
you truly that if two of you on the earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will 
be done for you by My Father in 
heaven.”   (Matthew 18:18-20) 
 

A: He taught us to “judge not,” but “settle 
matters quickly with adversaries,” and 
“pray for one’s persecutors” for "with 
the measure you use, it will be measured 
[back] to you - - and even more.”  
                (Matthew 5:25, 5:44, 7:1-5) 
 

A: Paul reminds us that ours is a “ministry 
of reconciliation.” Therefore, let us offer 
prayers to release our judgments, settle 
our disputes, love our enemies, and give 
of ourselves in Christ-like maturity, so 
that we “may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.” 

      (2 Corinthians 5:18; Ephesians 3:19) 
 

 (after each prayer, we say…) 
 

A: God of reconciliation, 
C: hear our prayer. 
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